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1. Overview of the SCCS: General Information

The Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS) remains the

highest decision-making body for statistical activities within
CARICOM.

The Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians was established in
accordance with Resolution No. 54/74/4 of the Fourth Meeting of the
Common Market Council of Ministers in 1974 with the following aim:

e “To foster increased recognition of the importance of adequate statistical services to the Y
countries of the Region; to widen the scope and coverage of statistical data collection;
and to improve the quality, comparability and timeliness of statistics produced.”




 The SCCS: Purpose and key functions

Development and harmonisation of statistical concepts and methodology;

Coordinating and initiating programmes for statistical training;

Coordinating programmes for technical assistance in the field of statistics;

Initiating and executing statistical projects of a regional nature;

Advising and assisting Member States in carrying out statistical projects, the organisation or re-
organisation of their statistical services and in all other areas where such assistance is requested.




 The SCCS: Scope and agenda G

The SCCS comprises Directors and Chief Statisticians of CARICOM Member
States and Associate Members and plays a pivotal role in advancing
statistical development. It is responsible for establishing common
frameworks, promoting the adoption of regional statistical standards and
harmonising concepts and methodologies across Member countries.

Through the implementation of a common Regional Statistics Work
Programme (RSWP), the SCCS ensures the production of high-quality,

harmonised statistics to support the planning, monitoring and evaluation of
development initiatives throughout CARICOM.




2. Governance Structure

« The Conference of Heads of Government of CARICOM (HGC) is the highest decision-making body in
the Community, providing overall guidance and political direction for regional integration and cooperation.

* Reporting to the HGC is the Community Council of Ministers, which oversees the implementation of
decisions taken by the Heads of Government and provides policy direction to sectoral and functional
bodies.

« Within this framework, the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS) serves as the central
coordinating body for statistical development across CARICOM. The SCCS provides guidance,
harmonises statistical standards and ensures the implementation of regional statistical priorities.

 Under the SCCS:

. The Regional Census Coordinating Committee (RCCC) focuses exclusively on Population and
Housing Census matters, coordinating census planning and implementation across Member States.

. The CARICOM Advisory Group on Statistics (AGS) supports the SCCS by advancing its decisions,
facilitating implementation of the Regional Statistical Work Programme (RSWP), and promoting
harmonisation of statistics.

. Reporting to the AGS are various Technical Working Groups (TWGs), which provide specialised
technical expertise, develop methodologies, and address domain-specific statistical issues in line with
SCCS priorities.



 Hierarchical Structure of the SCCS
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3. Membership and Participation

« Membership of the Committee

(15 Members States)

Antigua and Barbuda,
The Bahamas,
Barbados,

Belize,

Dominica,
Grenada,

Guyana,

Haiti,

Jamaica,
Montserrat,

St. Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia,

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines,

Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago

Associate membership of the
Committee shall be open to:

Anguilla,

Bermuda,

British Virgin Islands,
Cayman Islands,

Turks and Caicos Islands
Curacao

Observers
 IDPS

* National and Regional
Institutions

* QObserver Countries

SCCS Meets Once annually

Only Member States have voting rights

Representatives of Associate Members can
participate without vote and shall be eligible
to be appointed as Members of any sub-
committee, or any other subsidiary body
which may be set up by the Committee.

Caribbean countries who are not Members
or Associate Members may be invited to
attend meetings of the Committee and

participate as observers without vote.




* Collaboration with IDPs and Regional
Organisations

 World Bank

Data Harmonisation: Ensure
consistency and comparability across
Member States for global reporting.
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4. Subsidiary Bodies

A group comprising selected Appointed to consider or
representatives of the SCCS- deliberate on specific issues
Members, Associate Members and and shall report to the SCCS
observers, that have been appointed on its activities and
by the Committee and shall have recommendations which are
Rules of Procedures that are then to be considered for
consistent with that of the endorsement by the
Committee. Committee.

The Terms of Reference of the
subsidiary body shall be
specific to the purpose for
which the subsidiary body has
been appointed but shall be
generally consistent with that
of the Committee.




* Role and types of subcommittees

« Advance regional and international frameworks by:

the adoption and regional adaptation of International Frameworks, methodology
and standards

the development and creation of Regional Public Goods
various themes and sub-themes of the Regional Statistics Work programme
the RSDS Strategic Priorities and Drivers
* RSDS Strategic Priorities:

e Standards & Harmonisation | Governance | Integrated Statistical System | Innovation | Advocacy &
Communication

* Key Statistics Drivers:
* |CT | Sustainable Capacity Building | SDG, ABAS & Gender Mainstreaming
* Ultimate Outcome:

* An efficient CARICOM Statistical System (CSS) responsive to national, regional, and global
development agendas, enabling a resilient, growing Community



* Role and types of subcommittees

 Sub-Committee and Subsidiary bodies includes:

(to ensure regional approach to census taking)

* Meets once annual but twice closer to the dates of actual census dates in the region as well as
during census period

(Sub-group of the SCCS)
 The working arm of the SCCS
» instated to enable the implementation of the approved RSWP and the Resolution on the

Strengthening of Statistical Capacity (2005) in the Region as well as makes
recommendations for endorsement by the SCCS; Coordination of RSDS Implementation

* Meets twice annually



5. Technical Working Groups

Main objectives

e To make recommendations to the Advisory Groups.

e To provide opportunities for TWG participants to reflect on and discuss the experiences from
their national statistical systems.

e To address ongoing activities and facilitate continued discussions on related topics of
interest to the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS) and similar bodies.

e To support the implementation of the regional strategies, initiatives and interventions aimed
at harmonising and improving statistics in the region.

e To support the strengthening of capacity through sharing of experiences/best practices,
south-south co-operation and the delivery of focused training.

e To promote the harmonisation of statistical data and standardisation of dissemination
practices across NSOs, with an aim to improve regional comparability and coherence.

e To serve as a key technical resource for addressing country-specific issues.
* To promote and facilitate inter-institutional partnerships and agreements.



* Technical Working Groups (TWGS)

Existing TWGs: Newly Established TWGs
(1) National Accounts and (1) Integration of Geospatial
International Trade in and Statistical Information
Services, (2) Communications,
2) Merchandise Trade, Dissemination and Website

3) SDGs, Management

)
4) Environment Statistics, (3) Innovation
)

5) Classifications

(
(
(
(




(1) National Accounts and
International Trade in
Services

* Promote and advance the
development of
statistical infrastructure
in the following areas of
statistics:

* National Accounts;

* Short-Term Economic
Indicators;

* |[nternational Trade in
Services; and

* |[nvestment Statistics

Enable the sharing of
expertise and best
practices in the
production and the
dissemination of
relevant statistics
according to the regional
and international
guidelines and
requirements.

(2) Merchandise Trade

¢ Assist with effective and

accurate
implementation of the
Barbados Action Plan in
this area, and within the
context of interventions
proposed under the
Caribbean Integration
Support Programme
(CISP), the goals
established in the
Regional Statistical Work
Programme (RSWP), and
the work programme of
affiliated organisations, in
order to achieve the
production of a common
core of harmonised, high
quality and timely
Economic Statistics in
the Region.

e Assistin the

development of the core
set of SDG Indicators in
the CARICOM Region;

Develop a draft roadmap
for enabling the
production of all SDG
indicators;

Assist in the development
of the SDGs Work plan
and to make
recommendations that
can facilitate its effective
implementation in
Member States;

Provide technical
support as required by
the CARICOM
representatives on the
global Inter-Agency
Expert Group on the
SDGs

* Technical Working Groups (TWGs)-Current

(4) Environment Statistics

e Assistin the
development of
Environment Statistics
in the CARICOM Region

* Assist in the development

of the Environment
Statistics Work plan and
to make
recommendations that
can facilitate its effective
implementation in
Member States.

(5) Classifications

e Conduct technical

review national
adaptations

Identify regional best
practices

Develop a system
specific to the needs of
the region, taking into
consideration the
uniqueness of regional
economic structures.

Provide technical
supportin the
development of regional
equivalence tables to
facilitate the transition
from national
adaptations to the
regional system

Provide technical
assistance to weaker
member states to
facilitate this transition



* Technical Working Groups (TWGs)-Newly Established

(1) Integration of Geospatial and Statistical Information

¢ Promote the conformation of the geostatistical community in of the CARICOM Region at the national and sub-regional level.

* |dentify national and sub-regional challenges and drivers of geostatistical data, such as disaster management, climate
change, management of coastal and maritime areas, urban growth, food security and other.

* Disseminate and communicate the value of geostatistical data to high level decision makers at the national and sub-
regional level.

— (2) Communications, Dissemination and Website Management

e Recommend the adoption of modern tools, technologies, and communication methods for effective data dissemination and
user engagement.

e Strengthen stakeholder engagement and statistical literacy by fostering collaboration between data producers and users.

* Enhance the visibility and accessibility of statistical products, through user-friendly platforms such as interactive
dashboards, social media channels, targeted outreach, mobile device optimization, and QR codes and regional and National
Forums - to facilitate greater data sharing and to ensure consistent, standardised access across all devices.

— (3) Innovation

e Promote and enable innovations in modern methodological and analytical advances in Statistics including the new
approaches of data science, that are suited/can be adapted for CARICOM SIDS.

* Develop and explore the standardisation of production processes including the sharing of innovative tools and interoperable
technologies across the CARICOM Statistical System (such as Open DataCloud Computing and Statistical Data and
Metadata eXchange (SDMX)-based applications)

* Foster process automation and digitisation in statistical workflows, particularly those relating to the production and
dissemination of data and statistics.

* Advance the use of big data and alternative data sources (e.g., administrative data, social media, and Earth observations)




6. The Way Forward

The reconstitution and reconvening of established technical working groups.

The Convening of newly established Technical Working Groups

Finalisation of Membership
Election of chairman =

Review of existing TOR and finalistion of draft TORs

Developing annual work programme in collaboration with the AGS .

|Identification and invitation of IDPs, Regional Organisations/ agencies to support TWGs
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